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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the instant 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Previously Presented) A method for automatically marking a document to be 
read by a text-to-speech reader with voice type identifiers, said method comprising: 

identifying two or more voice types available to the text-to-speech reader, each 
voice type having a corresponding voice type identifier; 

identifying text elements within the document, wherein identifying text elements 
comprises marking gross structural subdivisions of text with a first set of sequenced tags, 
marking individual paragraphs of the text with a second set of sequenced tags, and 
marking text elements with a third set of sequenced tags to generate a hierarchical tree 
identifying the text elements; 

grouping similar text elements together, wherein the step of grouping comprises 
generating one or more clusters according to each identifiable topic of the document, 
syntactically parsing the document and subsequently performing text mining to determine 
which text elements in the document are similar, wherein similarity is based upon lexical 
affinities among the text elements; 

classifying the grouped text elements according to voice types available to the 
text-to-speech reader; and 

marking the classified grouped text elements within the document with 
corresponding voice type identifiers. 

2. (Cancelled). 



{WP500838;!} 



2 



Application No. 10/606,914 
Amendment dated July 8, 2008 
Reply to Office Action dated May 27, 2008 
Docket No.: GB9-2001-0104US1 (353) 

3. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the step of 
identifying text elements comprises breaking down the document into elements and 
separating out the text elements. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the step of 
grouping similar text elements together comprises parsing for structural features of the 
text elements. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 4, wherein the structural 
features of the text elements include at least one of the position of the text element in the 
document, the syntax of the text element, and text features within the text element. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 4, wherein the step of 
grouping similar text elements further comprises parsing for thematic features of the text 
elements. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the step of 
classifying the text elements according to the available voice types comprises finding the 
best match between the grouped text elements and the characteristics of the voice types. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 7, wherein the step of 
classifying the text elements according to the characteristics of the available voice types 
comprises identifying similar themes within the text elements and voice types. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 7 5 wherein the step of 
classifying the text elements according to the characteristics of the available voice types 
comprises identifying similar intentions within the text elements and voice types. 
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10-27. (Cancelled). 
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